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the shrine itself: but on the eleventh day many sheep
and goats are sacrificed in connexion with the car
procession. Just after the image is put on the car,
a kid is brought in front of it and decapitated by
a village watchman, or kavalgar, of the UmbellayaV
caste. The kavalgar takes up the head and carcass
and carries them round the car, letting the blood *
drip upon the ground, and then gives both to a
Pariah servant of the shrine. When the car returns,
a sheep is sacrificed hi front of it. Its head is cut off
by the kavalgar, and its head and body are allowed to
lie upon the ground, while fruits, cocoanuts, and cam-
phor are offered. The man who provides the sheep
ultimately takes the body and the pujari the head-
While the car is being dragged through the streets,
people who have made vows bring sheep to the doors
of their houses, and the kavalgar comes with his heavy
chopper and cuts off their heads.
Kannanur^ tiear Trickinopoly. At the neighbouring
village of Kannaaur there is a curious local variation in
the ordinary rite of sacrifice. During the festival of
Mariammaa many people who have made vows bring
sheep, goats, fowls, pigeons, parrots, cows, and calves
to the temple, and leave them in the compound alive.
At the end of the festival these animals are all sold to a
contractor. Two years ago they fetched Rs. 400, a
good haul for. the temple, which is particularly a large
one, covering two acres of ground enclosed by a high
wall*
Buffalo sacrifices are not as common in the Tamil as
in the Telugu country, but they are offered in many
villages, especially in connexion with the worship of
Madura-Kallamman.
TurayuT) near Trichinopoly* At a village called
Turayur, near Trichinopoly, a buffalo sacrifice is offered
pace is five or six years. Before the .day of the festival
is fixed, the chief men of the village go to the shrine,
offer rice and fruits, etc., and ask the goddess whether
ttey may perform the festival. If a lizard titters a
Chirp in a part of the temple fixed on beforehand, it is